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shall have occasion to speak of it again with relation to an extraordinary fact, of which. I do not believe the Emperor capable, but which proves, at least, the extent to which a base inclination to flatter his supposed wishes was carried by those around him. M. de Chatillon was employed at the same time upon a small poem called the (< Odyssey of Lucien; or, The Exile.w He also sketched forty-eight designs for the illustration of <( Charlemagne M and <( Bathilde}); these sketches, which must necessarily embody the intentions of the authors, as they were drawn under their superintendence, were being engraved in London by the celebrated Heath, when the Restoration interrupted the series.
Every member of the family at Thorngrove was actively engaged. Every Sunday the work of the week was brought forward; an examination took place, also a competition for prizes; the day was closed with a concert, in which the young ladies sang, M. de Chatillon played the violin, and Father Maurice the piano.
Thus did Lucien embellish his retreat with everything that could tend to make time pass pleasurably, living like a really wise man, without any false pretensions to philosophy. His style of life excited much curiosity in England, but he studiously retired from observation with a calm and natural dignity which inspired general respect. The Duke of Norfolk, desirous of becoming acquainted with him, visited Thorngrove, where, cheerful, agreeable, and witty, he attracted the affections of the whole family during the three days he passed with. them.i; and Sigerie, the confidant of Clotaire, by Christina, also his daughter by his first wife [and now married to Lord Dudley Stuart], who, in the scarcity of actors in the family, was obliged to take a male part. It seems to me that Ludlow, the first prison of Edward's children, must have suggested to Lucien the plot of this tragedy.
